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Part One: A chance for every child 
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Introduction 
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Understanding root causes and implications of opportunity gaps 
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1 The Century Foundation: Inequality Begins at Birth in America (2014) 
2  Stanford News: Local education inequities across U.S. revealed in new Stanford data set (2016) 

3 Report provided by Sean Casserley. 

• 

• 

• 

• 

https://tcf.org/content/commentary/inequality-begins-at-birth-in-america/?agreed=1
https://news.stanford.edu/2016/04/29/local-education-inequities-across-u-s-revealed-new-stanford-data-set/
https://cepa.stanford.edu/seda/data-archive
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• 

• 

• 

 
4 Maslow, A.H. (1943). A theory of human motivation. Psychological Review, 50(4), 370-396. 

• 

• 

• 

https://psycnet.apa.org/record/1943-03751-001
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5 Jessica Young, Fast Company. (2018) “Being born in the wrong zip code can shorten your life.”  
6 “Annual update of HHS Poverty Guidelines” Federal Register. 85: 3060. 17 January 2020. 
7 Jeff Madrick, The Century Foundation. (2014) “Inequality begins at birth in America” 
8 “A Family Affair”. Economic Policy Reforms 2010. Pp. 181-198  
9 Pablo Mitnik, Victoria Bryant, Michael Weber, Sociological Science. (2019) “Intergenerational Transmission of Family-Income Advantages in the US.” 

https://www.fastcompany.com/90250854/being-born-in-the-wrong-zip-code-can-shorten-your-life
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2020-01-17/pdf/2020-00858.pdf
https://tcf.org/content/commentary/inequality-begins-at-birth-in-america/?agreed=1
https://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/economics/economic-policy-reforms-2010/a-family-affair_growth-2010-38-en
https://www.sociologicalscience.com/articles-v6-15-380/
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• 

• 

• 

It is no stretch to say that poverty inside 

a community is one of the top issues 

facing that community’s social and 

financial well-being, making it an “our” 

issue, not a “their” issue. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
10 Stanford News: Local education inequities across U.S. revealed in new Stanford data set (2016) 
11 2017 Reading State Snapshot Report (Grade 4; Public Schools) developed by the National Center for Education Statistics 
12 The State of America’s Children 2020. Children’s Defense Fund. 

 

https://news.stanford.edu/2016/04/29/local-education-inequities-across-u-s-revealed-new-stanford-data-set/
https://cepa.stanford.edu/seda/data-archive
https://www.childrensdefense.org/policy/resources/soac-2020-child-poverty/#:~:text=Children%20remain%20the%20poorest%20age,and%20older%20(10%20percent).
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Poverty in Johnson County: A closer look  

 

 

 
13 United Community Services, Johnson County; Poverty in Johnson County and What Business Leaders Can Do 
14 United Community Services, Johnson County; Poverty in Johnson County, 2018 Estimates 
15 The State of America’s Children 2020. Children’s Defense Fund. 

https://ucsjoco.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/Poverty-in-Johnson-County-and-What-Business-Leaders-Can-Do.pptx
https://ucsjoco.org/poverty/poverty-in-johnson-county-cities-2018-5-year-estimates/
https://www.childrensdefense.org/policy/resources/soac-2020-child-poverty/#:~:text=Children%20remain%20the%20poorest%20age,and%20older%20(10%20percent).
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16 Alana Semuels, The Atlantic. (2016) “Good School, Rich School; Bad School, Poor School.” 

• 

• 

• 

https://www.theatlantic.com/business/archive/2016/08/property-taxes-and-unequal-schools/497333/
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As education institutions continue to 

define the learning experience in the era 

of pandemic disruption, the already 

existent gaps between students will 

grow and more will be created. 
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17 Early Warning! Why Reading by the End of 3rd Grade Matters, Annie E. Casey Foundation 
18 The Children’s Reading Foundation. “What’s the Impact?” 
19 Pew Research Center. (2014) “The Rising Cost of Not Going to College” 

https://www.aecf.org/resources/early-warning-why-reading-by-the-end-of-third-grade-matters/
https://www.readingfoundation.org/the-impact
https://www.pewsocialtrends.org/2014/02/11/the-rising-cost-of-not-going-to-college/


 

   
 

16 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

 
20 Caitlin Curley. GenFKD (2016) “How school dropouts impact the criminal justice system” 
21 Open Data Network. (2018) “Johnson County, KS Graduation Rates” 
22 Kansas University, Institute for Policy and Social Research (2016-17) “Dropout Rates in KS School Districts, by County” 
23 Pew Research Center. (2014) “The Rising Cost of Not Going to College” 

When a holistic education and social 

system capable of effectively educating 

and graduating students is not 

cultivated, that community ultimately 

bears significant social and economic 

costs downstream. Enabling and 

educating all students is, among many 

other things, good economics.

http://www.genfkd.org/how-school-drop-outs-impact-the-criminal-justice-system
https://www.opendatanetwork.com/entity/0500000US20091/Johnson_County_KS/education.graduation_rates.percent_high_school_graduate_or_higher?year=2018
https://ipsr.ku.edu/ksdata/ksah/education/6ed23.pdf
https://www.pewsocialtrends.org/2014/02/11/the-rising-cost-of-not-going-to-college/
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Opportunity gap indicators in Johnson County: A deeper look  
 

24 

 

      

                                                                                                                 

 

 3rd Grade  

(%) L1/L2* 

ELA

4th Grade  

(%) L1/L2 

ELA

Economically 

Disadvantaged** 

English 

Language 

Learners 

Median 

Household 

Income 

Avg. Value 

of 

Residence 

African 

American/Black
Hispanic 

Blue 

Valley25 
32.33 22.82 7.94% 2.23% $116,934 $476,147 3.42% 6.38% 

DeSoto 38.41 34.86 11.40% 2.97% $52,364 $203,200 2.72% 8.39% 

Gardner 

Edgerton 
56.76 41.91 30.53% 2.55% $75,985 $178,700 3.39% 10.54% 

Olathe 48.83 43.91 26.88% 9.01% $85,318 $224,000 7.33% 16.81% 

Shawnee 

Mission 
44.79 42.82 35.04% 9.22% $55,096 $165,307 8.83% 18.99% 

Spring Hill 48.30 41.96 34.66% 1.04% $72,384 $188,800 3.27% 7.45% 

 

• 
• 

 
24 Kansas Report Card 2018-2019, KS State Department of Education 
25 Blue Valley MAP Guidelines, Fall 2019 

https://ksreportcard.ksde.org/demographics.aspx?org_no=D0229&rptType=2
https://www.bluevalleyk12.org/cms/lib/ks02212623/Centricity/Domain/4478/Blue%20Valley%20MAP%20Guidelines.pdf
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26 National Institute for Literacy, 1998 
27 Smiley, Travis. PBS “Fact Sheet: Is the dropout problem real?” 

28 The Healthy People 2020. Office of Disease Prevention and Health 

Promotion. “Crime and Violence” 

http://www.pbs.org/wnet/tavissmiley/tsr/education-under-arrest/fact-sheet-drop-out-rates-of-african-american-boys/
https://www.healthypeople.gov/2020/topics-objectives/topic/social-determinants-health/interventions-resources/crime-and-violence
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29 VCU Center on Society and Health (2015). “Why Education Matters 

to Health: Exploring the Causes” 

 

Imagine a child in these circumstances 

being asked to learn. 

30 Alliance for Health Reform. (2012) “High and Rising Costs of Health 

Care in the U.S.” 

https://societyhealth.vcu.edu/work/the-projects/why-education-matters-to-health-exploring-the-causes.html
https://societyhealth.vcu.edu/work/the-projects/why-education-matters-to-health-exploring-the-causes.html
http://www.allhealthpolicy.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/03/Alliance_for_Health_Reform_121.pdf
http://www.allhealthpolicy.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/03/Alliance_for_Health_Reform_121.pdf
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Conclusion 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

It is incumbent on community leaders to: 

1. Understand how these issues are 

dramatically impacting communities.  

2. Have the foresight to recognize the 

considerable “downstream” effects of 

opportunity gaps. 

3. Identify opportunities to mitigate these 

issues. 

 



 

   
 

21 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Part Two: A chance for every child 
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The Johnson County Library Advantage 
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Mobile Learning Program: Organizational and strategic alignment 
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Mobile Learning Program: Objectives and goals 

At minimum, the primary goal centers on 

helping mitigate opportunity gaps for the 

community’s most vulnerable youth. 
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Mobile Learning Program: Target audiences
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https://www.usd231.com/


 

   
 

29 

Mobile Learning Program: High-level program overview 

The opportunities available to customers 

of the Mobile Learning Program are 

endless; once they access the mobile 

learning unit, the doors open to access the 

full capabilities of the Library system. 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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31 Jeanne Chall (1983) “Stages of Reading Development” 
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Chall’s Stages of Reading Development 

Source: Jeanne S. Chall, Stages of Reading Development. N.Y.: McGraw BHill Book Company, 1983. 

Stage Approximate 

Age/Grade 
Characteristics and Masteries 

by End of Stage 
How Acquired Relationship of Reading to 

Listening 

Stage 0:  

Pre-reading 

“pseudo 

reading” 

Stage 1: Initial 

reading and 

decoding 

Stage 2: 

Confirmation 

and fluency 

Stage 3: 

Reading for 

learning the 

new 

 

Phase A 

 

Phase B 

 

Stage 4: 

Multiple 

viewpoints 

Stage 5: 

Construction 

and 

reconstruction 
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• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

On one hand, it is about teaching kids to 

read; on the other, it is about teaching 

them to read between the lines. 
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Mobile Learning Program: Tactical considerations
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• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

https://www.vehiclesuccess.com/home.html
https://www.vehiclesuccess.com/home.html
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Mobile Learning Program: Program plan viability and potential risks 
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Mobile Learning Program: Next steps 
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Mobile Learning Program: Closing comments 

 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

Communities that focus on 

collectively understanding the long-

term effects of childhood opportunity 

gaps— both for the child and the 

community at large — are already 

taking the most important first step 

toward creating systemic solutions. 
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This report was prepared by The Howe Street Group, LLC at the request of the Johnson County Library 
 and delivered on January 20, 2021.  


